Handout 5

Achieving Engaged Partnerships:

Self-Reflection 
Consider the following – Do I . . . ?

· Always start with a positive message?

· Convey the desire to work together to help the child?

· Express the fact that parent’s input and perspective are important?

· Convey respect for family members as experts of their child?

· Identify the circumstances under which parents feel more/less comfortable and try to understand those feelings?

· Approach parents’ flexibility using multiple efforts?

· Elicit, openly value, and use parents’ input?

· Ask open ended questions to get parents’ full input?

· Really listen to parents?

· Thank the parent for listening, caring, and helping?

Consider how to achieve the following – How can I . . .?

· Use language to promote “cohesion?”  For example:

· Use common language (“us,” “we,” “let’s”)

· Use parents’ words

· Convey understanding

· Ask the parent for help in a respectful, mutually gratifying way?

· Clarify responsibilities of each person?

· Avoid advice giving?

· Meet parents “on their turf?”

· Make events fun?

· Make sure roles are meaningful?

· Plan for and prevent logistical barriers?
